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At Bowerhill school we follow the Wiltshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. 

Religious Education has two main aims’ 

 

1.  RE helps pupils come to a knowledge and understanding of religion, its beliefs, teachings and sources, 
practices and ways of life, and ways of expressing meaning.  It is concerned with enquiry into Christianity 
and other principal world Religions and Beliefs, focusing on the influence of beliefs on peoples’ lives and 
actions.  Pupils also develop knowledge and understanding of individual religions and how they relate to 
each other as well as the study of the nature and characteristics of religion. 

 
2.  RE is a lead contributor to pupils’ personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.  RE enables pupils to explore deeper questions of meaning and purpose in life. It 
should provide a clear focus for pupils to reflect upon and respond to their own beliefs and experiences in 
light of their learning about religion. 
 
These two key dimensions of RE are expressed as two elements for learning:-  

- learning about religion  
- learning from religion 

 
Over their time in school, pupils need to gain a developing understanding of the six concept clusters which 

make up RE’s Fields of Enquiry. This broadens and deepens their knowledge, skills and understanding when 

learning about and learning from Religions and Beliefs. The six concept clusters are: 

Learning about religion and belief  Learning from religion and belief 

Beliefs, teachings and sources Questions of identity, diversity and 
belonging 

• Understanding, explaining and interpreting 
teachings, sources, authorities and ways of 
life in order to express reasoned views about 
Religions and Beliefs 

• Understanding, explaining and interpreting 
beliefs, teachings and attitudes in relation to 
the human quest for identity, meaning and 
values 

• Understanding, explaining and 
interpreting varied viewpoints on 
issues connecting personal and 
communal identity 

• Applying ideas and expressing 
insights into questions of identity, 
diversity and belonging in personal 
and communal contexts and in 
relation to community cohesion 

Practices and ways of life Questions of meaning, purpose and truth 

• Understanding, explaining and interpreting 
the varied impacts of Religions and Beliefs 
on how people live their lives 

• Applying ideas and expressing insights 
about the impact of practices from Religions 
and 

• Beliefs on ways of life 

• Describing and expressing insights 
into ultimate questions that confront 
humanity 

• Applying ideas and expressing 
insights into questions of meaning 
and purpose in relation to religion 
and beliefs 

• Explaining different ideas about 
what is true 

Expressing meaning Questions of values and commitments 

• Understanding and expressing ideas and 
insights about the meanings of different 
forms of religious, spiritual, moral and 
cultural expression 

• Understanding, explaining and interpreting 
ways in which Religions and Beliefs use 
literature, the arts, music, architecture, 
actions and other forms of creative 
expression to respond to ultimate questions 
 

• Understanding, explaining and 
interpreting moral values and how 
they can relate to beliefs and 
experience 

• Expressing views and ideas about 
their own and others’ values and 
commitments in order to make 
informed, rational and imaginative 
choices 
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Expectations of standards in religious education  
 
The Wiltshire Agreed Syllabus sets the standards expected for pupils’ work in religious education in 
Wiltshire schools. 
 
It does this by: 
 

a) identifying two elements for learning - learning about religion and belief, and learning from 
religion and belief 

b) identifying the knowledge, skills and understanding expected in each key stage 
c)  the use of progression statements to describe the types and range of performance that pupils 

working at each level should characteristically demonstrate 
 

Progression Statements  
Each statement describes the types and range of performance through pupils working at that level should 
characteristically demonstrate. These can be used to inform assessment for learning. 

 
Foundation stage: Children’s attainment in religious education is assessed in relation to the early learning 
goals. 
 
Key Stages 1 & 2: Progression statements, as detailed below, are used to make judgements about pupils’ 
performance. 

 

Progression statements for religious education  

 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2) 

 

 
 

Progression 
 

Learning about religion and belief 
 
Pupils: 

 

Learning from religion and 
belief 

Pupils can talk about: 

 

 

 
 

Name, recall 
and 

talk about 

• use some religious words and phrases 
to recognise and name features of 
religious life and practice 

• can recall religious stories and 
recognise symbols, and other verbal 
and visual forms of religious expression 

• their own experiences and feelings, in 
relation to religion and belief 

• what they find interesting or puzzling in 
relation to religion and belief 

• what is of value and concern to 
themselves and to others 

 
 
 
 

Retell stories, 
identify 

religious 
material and 

ask questions 

• use religious words and phrases to 
identify some features of religion and 
its importance for some people 

• begin to show awareness of  
similarities in religions 

• retell religious stories and 
• suggest meanings for religious actions 

and symbols 
• identify how religion is expressed in 

different ways 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• ask, and respond sensitively to, 
questions about their own and others’ 
experiences and feelings, in relation to 
religion and belief 

• recognise that some questions cause 
people to wonder and are difficult to answer 

• in relation to matters of right and wrong 
recognise their own values and those of 
others 
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Key Stage 2 (Years 3,4,5 & 6) 

 

 

 
 

Describe 
religion 

 
Make links to 

their own 
experience 

 
 

• use a developing religious vocabulary 
to describe some key features of 
religions, recognising similarities and 
differences 

• make links between beliefs and 
sources, including religious stories and 
sacred texts 

• begin to identify the impact religion 
has 
on believers’ lives 

• describe some forms of religious 
expression 

 
 

• identify what influences them, making 
links between aspects of their own and 
others’ experiences, in relation to religion 
and belief 

• ask important questions about religion and 
beliefs, making links between their own 
and others’ responses 

• make links between religious and non- 
religious values and commitments, and their 
own attitudes and behaviour 

 
 
 
 

Show 
understanding 
of religion and 
apply ideas to 

themselves 
and others 

• use developing religious vocabulary to 
describe and show understanding of 
sources, practices, beliefs, ideas, 
feelings 
and experiences 

• make links between them, and 
describe some similarities and 
differences both within and between 
religions 

• describe the impact of religion on 
people’s lives 

• suggest meanings for a range of forms  
of religious expression 

• raise and suggest answers to questions 
and issues raised by religion and belief 

• apply their ideas relating to their study of 
religion and belief to their own and other 
people’s lives 

• describe what inspires and influences 
themselves and others, in relation to 
religion and belief 

 

 
 
 
 

Explain the 
impact of 

religion and 
express their 
own views on 

religious 
questions 

• use an increasingly wide religious 
vocabulary to explain the impact of 
beliefs upon individuals and 
communities 

• describe why people belong to 
religions 
know that similarities and differences 
illustrate distinctive beliefs within and 
between religions and suggest 
possible reasons for this 

• explain how religious sources are 
used to provide answers to ultimate 
questions and ethical issues, 
recognising diversity in forms of 
religious, spiritual and moral expression, 
within and between religions 

• formulate and suggest answers to 
questions raised by religion and belief, 
relating them to their own and others’ 
lives 

• explain what inspires and influences 
them, expressing their own and others’ 
views on the challenges of belonging to a 
religion 
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