
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to a new term! We hope that you had a restful, healthy and happy holiday. 
 
In this letter, you will find information around what to expect over the next term. As always, 
please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or queries that you may have, via 
Class Dojo. 
 
Our topic this term 
Our Learning Challenge Question this term is ‘How would Mayans survive in modern times?’ 
This history topic will explore what life was like within this ancient civilisation. We will be 
exploring aspects of the Mayan number and writing systems, the food they ate, their 
religious beliefs and much more.   
 
In English, the children will be studying the text, ‘Holes’ and after half term, will be using a 
video from the teaching Literacy Shed to inspire their writing.  
 
In Science we will be looking at ‘Evolution and Inheritance’, where we will be exploring the 
concept of inherited characteristics, as opposed to those we acquire through our lives, the 
Theory of Evolution and the evidence there is for this. The children will understand how 
species adapt over time and survive in their environment. After the half term, we will focus 
on our topic of ‘Classifying Living Things’ where the children will learn how to recognise and 
classify different living things and understand microorganisms. Mrs Guest will continue to 
teach Music to the children and Mrs Hall will be teaching RE. 
 
Our school values 
 
 
 
 
 

Term  Week  Focus Value 
3 1 (3 days) General intro to vision and values 

2 Respect 
3 Responsibility 
4 Compassion 
5 Curiosity  
6 Trust 
7 Resilience  

4 1 Respect 
2 Responsibility 
3 Compassion 
4 Curiosity  
5 Trust 
6 Resilience  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homework 
Reading 
It is expected and imperative that children in Year 6 are reading a wide range of texts. We 
would ideally like the children to be reading at least 5 times a week. Even though the 
children are now at an age where they will enjoy reading alone, please ensure that there are 
opportunities where they are able to read aloud to a family member. This is also an 
opportunity to create discussion around the text, broadening the child’s understanding of 
what they are reading.  
Note: We do allow the Year 6 children to record their own entry in their reading diary but 
it is still required for an adult to initial/sign this.  
 
Spelling 
Spellings will be sent home for children to learn weekly. These will be sent home on a 
Wednesday. Children will be required to follow the ‘look, cover, write, check’ method each 
day, 5 days a week. These spellings need to be learned for the following Monday, ready for 
their test. Children not completing their homework will be asked to complete it in school 
during their own time.  
 
Maths 
Children will be required to have a solid understanding of their multiplication and division 
facts. This is crucial to their understanding of number, and allows children to grasp fully the 
concepts (such as fractions, decimals and percentages) that we will be studying this year. To 
aid with this, we will be putting emphasis on and encouraging the use of ‘Times Tables Rock 
Stars’ at home. This will allow children to practise this area of Maths, without the need for 
paperwork to be transferred between home and school. They are expected to complete 30 
minutes of this each week.  
 
P.E. 
PH Sports are going to be teaching Year 6 their PE on Mondays from Monday 17th January. 
The children will therefore be required to come to school in their P.E. kit every Monday. Due 
to this being a double session, this will be the only day for PE. We will aim to do PE no 
matter what the weather so please ensure your child has the correct kit i.e. house coloured 
t-shirt and black or blue shorts, trainers are preferred to daps for use on the field, spare pair 
of socks and warm jumpers/joggers for cold weather. Please provide earring tape if your 
child’s earrings cannot be removed.   
 
We look forward to another brilliant term, and to working with you all to ensure the 
happiness and success of your children.  
 
As always, if you have any concerns or queries please feel free to contact us via Class Dojo.  
 
 
Mr McKenna and Miss Polan       


