
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to Bowerhill School 
September 2020 



Welcome to Bowerhill Primary School.  We have designed this booklet to give 
parents/carers information that you may find useful.  For day-to-day 

information, please visit our website, www.bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk 

 

Starting school 
Starting school is an important step in your child’s life (and yours as parents!). Some 
children settle easily into school, others find it more daunting and need help settling in. You 
can help your child by encouraging them to: 

• Play happily with other children 

• Dress and undress by themselves 

• Talk easily with other people 

• Co-operate with others around them and share 

• Play games and puzzles with others 

• Ask when they need to go to the toilet and be able to manage on their own 

• Be curious and questioning about objects and events 

• Sing nursery rhymes, number songs and finger rhymes 

• Know how to tidy up 

• Recognise their own name 

How else can I help? 
The hardest thing for some children is the separation from their parent or carer. This 
transition is helped if your child attends nursery or preschool with friends. Most children 
settle quickly once their parent or guardian leaves. Please talk over any concerns with your 
child’s teacher.  
 
You can also help to develop their sense of security by encouraging them to be as 
independent as possible. Encourage them to think of new situations, such as eating away 
from home, as exciting not frightening. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Be sure that your child can see and hear well and that any speech 
difficulties are not as a result of hearing loss. Discuss any concerns with 
your doctor well before your child starts school. If there are any problems 
let us know so that we can keep them in mind when planning activities. 

http://www.bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk/


The School Day 9.00am - 3.15pm 
Lunch is from 11.50 – 12.50pm (KS1) 12.25 – 1.25pm (KS2) 
The children will have a playtime in the morning  

 
Our day starts at 9.00 a.m. with registration (children may enter the classroom at 
8.50 a.m. for morning activities) Children should not arrive before 8.50 and should 
not wait in the playground unsupervised. 
 
Reception children have their own, secure, playground with a range of Early 
Years equipment. The children eat their sandwiches in the classroom and school 

dinners in the hall. 
 
At the end of the day the class teacher will hand over your child to you. Please arrive in good 
time (3.10) at the door to your child's classroom. Please do not allow younger brothers or 
sisters to play on our equipment while you wait outside the classrooms. The equipment 
and/or your toddlers may get damaged by poorly supervised play. 

 

School Uniform 
At all times the policy is to wear clothing appropriate to learning not leisure.  The school 
colours are royal blue and grey/black trousers or skirt.  Sweatshirts and cardigans 
embroidered with the school logo may be bought from ‘Sportsbug’ in Melksham.  Children 
can wear white shirts/blouses or polo shirts.  In the Summer the girls can wear blue 
and white Summer dresses.  Shoes should be dark. Trainers or other leisure shoes 
will not be worn for lesson time. 
 
PE clothing consists of a plain coloured T-shirt, appropriate to your child’s house 
team.  The coloured t-shirts can be purchased from the school for a small cost of 
£2.20 per t-shirt. This should be worn with plain navy/black shorts.  Elasticated or 
Velcro fastened plimsolls/trainers are recommended for infants. For the Winter 
months we ask the children to also have a pair of dark coloured jogging bottoms/leggings a 
sweater and a waterproof coat.  If wearing tights don’t forget to put in a pair of socks.   
T-shirts and other items with fashion logos will not be permitted.  
 
Please consider the teacher when choosing clothes for your child to wear to school (Can 
your child manage those boot laces? Would velcro fastenings be better?). 
 
Please ensure that every article of clothing is clearly named. We have a large collection of 
lost property supplied by parents who forget to do this. 
 

School Meals 
Caterlink provide our school dinners which are all cooked on-site.  School dinners are free to 
all children in Early Years and Years 1 & 2 (Key Stage 1) under the Universal Infant Free School 
Meals (UIFSM) scheme.  They are then charged for when your child moves into Key Stage 2 
(Years 3, 4, 5 & 6).  The current meal price is £2.25.  If you feel you would qualify for Free 
School Meals then please complete a Free School Meals Application Form which you can find 
in your Admissions Pack or you can apply on-line.  Please can we ask you to apply even though 



your child will receive Free School Meals under the UIFSM scheme, or if you don’t want your 
child to have school dinners or even if they wouldn’t eat them, as this entitles the school to 
receive funding which can be used to help support your child in other ways.  All school dinners 
need to be ordered on-line via our on-line ordering system, ParentPay, by midnight on 
Wednesday for the following weeks meals.  You will be sent an e-mail/letter with details of 
how to register with ParentPay within the first 2 weeks of your child starting school.   
Registering with ParentPay will also allow you to receive all school communications via e-mail 
and make payments to the school for trips, visits, PTA activities, PE T-Shirts etc., as we are 
working hard to become a paperless/cashless school.   The dinner menu is uploaded on to 
ParentPay termly, so you can book for the whole term or just book week by week the choice 
is yours.    
 

 
Snacks 
We are keen to promote a healthy diet at school. Therefore, we take part 
in the schools Fruit & Veg scheme, which provides Early Years and all KS1 
children with a piece of fresh fruit or veg daily. We do not allow the 
children to eat sweets or chocolate bars at school. 
 
 

 
 
 

School Milk 
We are able to provide a small bottle of milk each day through the Cool Milk at school scheme. 
Children under 5 years old are entitled to free milk. Once they turn 5 years old you will need 
to pay for milk, which is around £14 per term.   
 
If you would like your child to have a drink of milk each day, please order on-line 
www.coolmilk.com.  The milk on offer is semi-skimmed pasteurised milk in 189ml bottles, 
which cannot be heated.    
 

Toys 
Children will sometimes be asked to bring things from home to show to their classmates. 
However, children should not normally bring toys to school. Toys are easily lost, swapped 
recklessly or broken and this causes unnecessary distress (to teachers as well as children!). 
 

Emergency Contact Details 
Sometimes we will need to contact parents in a hurry if their child is taken ill or has an accident 
at school. Please ensure that the details you have given to us are up to date. If you change 
your mobile number, move house, change places of employment, have a change in family 
circumstances etc. please let us know 

 

  

http://www.coolmilk.com/


Illness and Absence 
If your child is unwell, please do not send him/her to school. It sounds obvious doesn't it? 
After an infectious illness your child's doctor will be able to advise you when it is safe for your 
child to return to school.  Sickness and Diahorrea requires your child to be 48 hours clear after 
the last incident, before they can return to school. 
 
Please contact the school office by telephone before 9.30am if you have decided not to send 
your child to school.  If we do not hear from you by 9.30am on the day of absence, we will call 
you for an explanation of why your child is off school.  
 
If you need to take your child out of school to attend an appointment (Dentist, Doctors, 
Opticians, Hospital etc.) please provide the school office with a copy of the appointment 
letter/card or text.  

 
Absences in Term Time 
The policy described below follows the instructions of the Local Authority (LA) in Section 444A 
and 444B of the Education Act 1996. 
 
Schools need to consider the potential negative impact that any absence can have on a child's 
academic progress, even if a child's attendance is good. 
 
Schools are unable to authorise a pupil being absent in term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances such as: 

 when a family needs to spend time together to support each other during or after a 
crisis; 

 for service personnel and other employees who are prevented from taking holidays 
outside term time. 

 
Since 1st January 2014, absence for the following reasons has not be authorised: 

 availability of cheap holidays; 

 availability of the desired accommodation;  

 poor weather experienced in school holiday periods, and 

 overlap with the beginning or end of term. 

 Other members of the family booking holidays 
 
It is important that parents discuss any holiday plans for term time holidays with the Principal 
of their child’s school before making any bookings.  Parents should make their request in 
writing, completing the ‘Absence in Term Time’ form after reading the policy outlined above. 
 
 

  



Parents Evenings 
In October or November you will be invited into school to meet your child's teacher. This will 
be a ten minute interview where you can discuss how your child has settled in. Details about 
booking an appointment will be sent home via text nearer the time. Another Parents Evening 
is held in the Spring term and an informal opportunity to discuss your child’s Annual Report 
is held in the Summer term.  
 
However, you are welcome to meet with your child's teacher or Rachel Skates, Principal at 
any time. Appointments can be made through the school office if you require more than just 
a 'quick word'. 

 

Parent Helpers 
If you would like to offer your services as a classroom helper or to listen to children read then 
please contact either your child’s teacher or the school admin team.  If you would rather help 
in a different class to your child this can be arranged.  
 


