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BOWERHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 

Homework Policy 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Throughout their time at Bowerhill School, all 
children are involved in routines and events 
which link home and school.  
 
This involvement begins with our induction 
programme, when parents of pre-school 
children are asked to share our ‘playpacks’ 
with their children. As the children get older 
we welcome parental support for an 
increasing range of tasks which the children 
bring home. 
 
This document aims to inform teachers and parents about the activities which 
children will bring home and provide guidance for parents about the way in which 
these tasks can be tackled. 
 

We believe that children will benefit from parents and the school 
working together - sharing aims, achievements and concerns openly. 
We aim to involve parents in their children’s school work and keep 
them informed about their child’s progress. 

(The Aims of our School – from School Prospectus) 
 
 

A. Matthews 
Headteacher       Revised 2012 

 
 
The Aims of Homework 
 

• To develop the partnership between the school and the parents of pupils.. 
 
• To give parents an opportunity to share in their child’s education and be 

aware of the work the child is doing at school. 
 

• To consolidate and reinforce the skills and understanding taught at school, 
particularly in Maths and English. 

 
• To exploit the resources for learning which exist at home. 

 
• To extend school learning. 

 
• To encourage confidence and self-discipline for independent study in 

preparation for secondary education. 
 
It is important to realise that the purpose of homework changes as children get older. 
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Aims of Homework (Cont’d) 
 
Key Stage 1 
 
The key purpose of homework at this age is the development of a partnership 
with parents and involving them in their children’s learning. 
 
Activities may not always be described as ‘homework’. The children may take home 
games, spellings, number facts and reading with the aim of practising key skills in a 
supportive home environment. 
 
 
Key Stage 2 
 
Homework in Key Stage 2 helps children to develop the skills of independent 
learning. This increasingly becomes the key purpose of homework. 
 
Children should get into the habit of devoting regular periods of time to studying away 
from the classroom, on their own or with the support of a parent/carer. 
 
By Year 6 children will take home a wide range of tasks covering a range of 
curriculum content. They will have a regular weekly schedule of homework. This will 
assist with the transfer to Year 7. 
 
 
The Type and Amount of Homework – Focus on English and Maths 
 
Homework should focus on English and maths. Science and other subjects should be 
introduced as children progress through Key Stage 2 but teachers should keep the 
focus on English and maths. 
 
 
Reading 
 
At Key Stage 1 homework should largely consist of regular reading with parents or 
carers, looking at books together. This should be an enjoyable activity rather than 
‘work’ and can often be part of a bedtime settling-down routine. 
 

 
Each of our pupils has a ‘Home and School Diary’ which is carried to and from school 
each day. We ask parents to hear and discuss their child’s reading book with their 
child on a regular basis and make a note in the diary. The teacher will also make a 
note about a child’s reading in the diary so that there is a dialogue between home 
and school. 
 
Reading may be done as part of other homework. For example, a Year 5 child may 
read a piece from a history book for research. Sometimes it may involve the parent 
reading to or with the child. Activities such as reading signs or notices on the way to 
school may also form part of the daily reading ‘homework’. 
 
Further guidance for parents is contained within the Bowerhill School booklet ‘ Help 
your Child to Read – A Guide for Parents’ which is available from the school office. 
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Other Homework 
 
English –  Learning spellings and practising correct punctuation.  

During Key Stage 1 children may be given some words to learn or  
practice at home. They will sometimes have ‘flashcards’ to support  
their reading books or phonics. 

 
In Key Stage 2 children will have spellings to learn each week. The  
children will usually be tested on these words later in the week.  
 
Children may also be asked to make notes on a topic or even to 
 compose a poem. 
 

Maths –  Number facts (eg multiplication tables & number bonds), number  
games, counting practice (eg counting in 5s). Children in Key Stage 2 
 will have a weekly multiplication tables test on a Thursday morning  
and will need to prepare for this at home. 
 
Activities involving parents or carers should be set about twice each  
week for all children with additional, more substantial or more 
challenging activities set at the weekend for children in Key Stage 2. 

 
In addition to these regular activities, older children in Key Stage 2 will meet 
homework related to other subject areas. This might include:- 
 

• Finding out information 
 

• Drawing pictures or diagrams 
 

• Researching/reading in preparation for lessons 
 

• Completing work started in school 
 

• Written assignments (eg stories or poems) 
 

• Model making (over an extended period of time) 
 
 
Regular Homework 
 
Children should be given a regular pattern of homework, particularly in English and 
maths. A familiar routine, for example setting tables to learn on Monday and spellings 
on Tuesday, is very helpful to parents and children. 
 
 
The teachers will take care to ensure that homework is matched to the abilities of the 
children in the same way that their lessons are differentiated. 
 
At the start of each school year, the teachers will send out a letter to parents 
describing the homework timetable for their class. This will explain the days on which 
homework will be set and when it should be completed. 
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Doing the Homework 
 
We expect children to approach their homework with the same level of commitment 
as that which is expected in school. This is when the child’s level of self-discipline will 
be tested. In school we seek to develop the child’s ability to study independently and 
homework will play an important part in this.  
 
Parents and carers can help by  

• Providing a quiet, suitable place for the child to work 
 
• Provide the attention of an adult (especially with younger children) 

 
• Allocating a specific time for homework to be done 

 
• Discussing the work before it is 

started 
 

• Providing encouragement when the 
work is underway 

 
• Providing praise and discussing the 

finished work 
 
In school we are aware that some children will use as much time as they are possibly 
allowed to complete a piece of work. We overcome this by allocating a specific 
amount of time to a piece of work and providing reminders about the time remaining 
as the children work. Sometimes we ask the children to estimate for themselves the 
amount of time they need. Such training helps develop study skills and the same 
approach can be encouraged at home. 

 
 

Parents Concerns with Homework 
 
Activities are explained to the children before they take work home. Children in Years 
5 and 6 may use their Home & School Diary to make notes about the homework.  
 
The teachers do not set work for parents! If the child is experiencing great difficulties 
with the work, then the teacher may need to explain it again. 
 
If a child is taking much longer than the time suggested by the teacher, it may be 
necessary for parents to provide extra encouragement to keep the child’s mind on 
the task. Occasionally, it may be that the task is unsuitable or the child may be 
unable to concentrate due to tiredness or distractions. In such cases it is better that 
the child stops work than becomes disheartened. If a child has worked well for the 
suggested time but not finished the task, it may be better for the child to stop work 
rather than become over-tired.  
 
However, teachers like parents to let them know if a child is experiencing difficulties 
with any of the homework. This can be done through the Home and School Diary or 
by talking directly with the teacher. 
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Failure to Complete Homework 
 
The teachers will usually provide homework in the areas described according to a 
regular timetable. However, there will be days when special events, such as school 
trips, assembly rehearsals, etc, make the setting of homework impossible or 
inappropriate.  
 
Should a parent be dissatisfied with the quality or regularity of homework set, they 
should first discuss the matter with the class teacher. If they remain dissatisfied they 
should discuss their concerns with the headteacher. 
 
Should a child fail to complete two consecutive pieces of homework to the teacher’s 
satisfaction, the teacher will talk to the parents of the child to discuss the problem. If 
homework continues to be incomplete without good reason the teacher will report the 
problem to the headteacher who will discuss the matter with the parents of the child. 
  
Children will not be kept in at breaktimes to complete homework.  This would require 
additional teacher supervision and obviously could not be called ‘Homework’. 
 
Children attending our After School Club are able to use the time to complete 
homework under the supervision of the Teaching Assistants in charge. A quiet area 
for work is always available. However, children will still benefit from sharing the work 
with their parents when they get home. 
 
 
Feedback for pupils & ‘Marking’ Homework 
 
It is important to provide encouraging and constructive feedback to children about 
their homework as soon as possible. 
 
When homework is done together with adults, children will usually receive immediate 
feedback on what they are doing. In the case of work they do on their own it is very 
important that they receive appropriate feedback as quickly as possible. This may be 
through class work (eg class discussion about a homework assignment), through 
tests (eg spelling tests) or through individual comments from the teacher (eg on 
written assignments).  
 
 

Providing individual written feedback is, of course, 
demanding on teachers’ time. The range of tasks set 
for homework will take this into account, with the aim 
of keeping the workload of teachers manageable. 
Other strategies to achieve this aim will also be used, 
such as asking pupils to review their own work in 
small groups or discussing the homework with the 
whole class. 
 
Children’s efforts and achievements will also be 
recognised and celebrated in our weekly assemblies 
dedicated to ‘Sharing Successes’.  
 
Comments about the child’s attitude to homework will 
be included the Annual Reports.  
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Monitoring the Policy 
 
Effective use of homework is a feature of good teaching. The homework set and 
completed will be monitored by the Senior Management Team as part of the 
monitoring of the quality of teaching and learning through lesson observation, 
discussion with colleagues and Performance Management procedures. 
 
 
Review and Evaluation of the Policy 
 
This policy was reviewed in Summer 2012 as part of our self-evaluation process. We 
will continue to review the policy in the light of influences such as curriculum changes 
or parent surveys. Our next review will incorporate how we will use the internet to 
distribute and receive homework. 
 
 
A. Matthews 
April 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 
 

A Typical Schedule for Homework at Bowerhill School  
 

       Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri 
 
Reception              Reading*         Phonics   Reading               Maths        
Reading 
        Handwriting     
 
Years 1/ 2      Maths         Reading            Reading            Reading         
English 
 
Years 3/ 4      Reading        Reading            Maths             Reading           
Reading 
           English/Topic      Spelling/Tables       
 
Year 5   Spelling Other subject/topic       English                Reading         
Maths 
             Tables 
Year 6              Science  Reading/ Spelling   English/topic    Reading/Spelling   
Maths 
              Tables 
 

*On the days when the homework is something other than reading, 
children should be encouraged to read on their own or with others for 10 
to 20 minutes. 
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