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Year 1 Letter to Parents: Term 1                             
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Miss Morrison and Mrs Williams would like to welcome you and your 

children to Year 1. This aims to be an exciting and stimulating Year of 

learning for the children.  

 

Mrs Catherine Williams is teaching Year 1 in Ash Class and her Teaching 

Assistant will be Mrs Andrea Kerr.  

Miss Emma Morrison is teaching Year 1 in Cherry Class and her Teaching 

Assistant will be Mrs Cathy Hunt.  

 

What are we doing this term? 

 

We are aiming to make the transition from Reception to Year 1 for the 

children as smooth as possible. We will be working in a similar way, with 

enhanced and continuous provision ensuring lots of play-based activities in 

their adult-led lessons and daily learning through play (LTP). 

We will be starting our first topic.  

 

Our Learning Challenge Question for our Topic this term is, ‘Where do 

the leaves go in Winter?’ which is a Geography topic.  

Our weekly questions will be: 

WOW – Introduction to the topic 

What are the seasons? 

What changes do we see in our country for each season? 

What would you need to do to become the next weather presenter? 

Do all trees lose their leaves in Winter? 

How can you create patterns using leaves in the style of William Morris? 

What animals are in Percy’s Park and why some hibernate?  

Can I see what happens in Autumn? 

Can you create your own music which captures different seasons?  

Does the sun shine more in Autumn than Winter? 

Why are so many of the things you enjoy doing dependent on the time of 

year and the weather?  

 

We are hoping to plan a visit to Westonbirt Arboretum after half term. 

Details will be sent at a later date.  
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P.E. 

PE lessons are detailed below. Indoor PE is a Wednesday and Outdoor PE 

is a Tuesday. Outdoor PE will happen every week (shown by a star in the 

table below) and Indoor PE will happen every other week (starred).   

  

 Indoor Outdoor  

06/09/2021 * * 

13/09/2021  * 

20/09/2021 * * 

27/09/2021  * 

04/10/2021 * * 

11/10/2021  * 

18/10/2021 * * 

 

Children are expected to come into school dressed in their PE clothing. 

We suggest that as the weather gets colder, that they wear a 

hoodie/jumper and jogging bottoms. Always make sure they bring a coat 

too; they’re needed for break and lunch times as well as for PE days. 

Please ensure all clothing is clearly labelled with your child’s name.   

 

Homework 

The expectations for homework in Year 1 is: 

Reading at home every night and recording this in their reading diary. 

Remember that there are awards when children reach their 20 reads.  

Maths – please practise the Maths skills we are learning, such as ordering 

numbers to 30, recognising and writing numbers, counting forwards and 

back, as well as 1 more and 1 less. You can also use Numbots, which is an 

online Maths game for children to practise their number bonds in a fun 

and interactive way.  

Numbots https://play.numbots.com/#/intro 

We will be sending their log-in details next week.  

 

 

Phonics and Reading 

Children will be taught phonics using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised. This is a new phonics scheme for the school. We are waiting for 

new reading books which match the phonics and until then please continue 

reading books from home/library.   

https://play.numbots.com/#/intro
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Maths 

We will be looking at place value and numbers to 30, sequencing, finding 

missing numbers, 1 more and 1 less.  

 

 

English 

We are using texts which fit with our Topic. The first book is ‘The 

Secret Sky Garden’. We will be completing a fiction and non-fiction unit 

which will include many different genres of writing.  

 

PSHE 

We are covering the Unit of Learning called Being me in my world. This 

will help us learn all about the children and vice versa, class rules, 

similarities and differences and friendship.   

 

Computing 

This term we are learning about technology all around us, basic keyboard 

skills and experimenting using different forms of technology.   

 

Art/DT 

We are looking at a range of Autumn-themed art as well as the artist 

William Morris and making designs using leaves.  

 

Science  

We are learning about the changing seasons. We will be doing some 

weather experiments and recording changes in the environment that we 

see.  

 

RE 

In RE this term we are learning about The Creation Story and the 

beginning of the world.  

 

 

Queries 

 

If you have any queries please feel free to chat with either of us, or 

email the class email address. 
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Mrs Catherine Williams Ashclass@bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk  

Miss Emma Morrison Cherryclass@bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk  

 

We are very much looking forward to working with your children and you.  

 

 Catherine Williams and Emma Morrison   

mailto:Ashclass@bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:Cherryclass@bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk

