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ICE AND SNOW 
 

The Beast from the East is nearly upon us. As usual, we will try to keep the school open 

in all but the most severe snow. We will use text message and email as well as the school 

website to notify you of school closure (or remaining open). 

 

Mr Gunton, our Site Manager, will attempt to clear specific paths from the school 

boundary to the building: 

 

1. From the Pedestrian Gate next to the vehicle gate up to the kitchen. Then 

around the back of the building along by the hall and also along the front to the 

Main Entrance. 

2. From the gate by the Playgroup up to the Waiting Shelter and around the 

building up to the Key Stage 2 Entrance. 

3. From the top field gate down beside the hedge to the kitchen (NOT down the 

steps to the playground). 

 

Please take care on even the cleared paths, and don’t allow your children to play on the 

school site before school. They can come into the building from 8.45 (on snowy days), so 

timing your journey is important. 
 

You will notice that the steps onto the playground will not be in use in snowy conditions. 

Please make sure that your children do not go on, or cross, the playground before 

school. We will organise snow playtimes during the day.  

 

Please make sure that your children have warm clothes including gloves and hats/hoods. 

 

SCRAPSTORE ROBOTS IN YEAR 3 
 

On Thursday 1st February Alison Mills from Wiltshire Scrapstore came to work 

with Y3.  Following on from their work in English and work based on The Iron 

Man by Ted Hughes, the children created their own robots. The have moved on 

from the model making to create stories based on the robots. Here are some 

photographs of the art work. 
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PARENTS VOICE 
 

At the meeting on 7th February the following items were discussed: 

 
 Lunch boxes are not looked after by children. Mr Matthews said that he would 

ask teachers to check that all lunch boxes are named. We will also look at the 

storage facilities and improve these with a trolley for Year 3 children. 

 A Lost Property base will be re-stablished following the disposal of 2017 lost 

property to charity and re-cycling after Christmas. 

 Dressing-up for World Book Day. Parents asked how Bowerhill School would be 

supporting the day. 

 A parent asked if the school was going to extend its use of social media. The 

PTA use Facebook, but we are considering setting up a Twitter account. 

 As much advance notice as possible for school events such as Sports Day would 

be welcome. 

 

The next Parents Voice will be at 9.00am on Wednesday, 7th March. As 

usual, a reminder will be sent. Please come along – all questions/ comments 

welcome. 

 
PARENTS CONSULTATION MEETINGS 
 

Our second set of Parents Consultation Meetings will be held next week on 

Tuesday, 6th and Wednesday, 7th March. We will use the new electronic booking 

system to save parents needing to drop into school to sign up. 

 

Some children have extra support in school. Longer meetings are arranged with 

the parents of these children to discuss the provision plans and review the 

targets.  

The meetings are to give you an opportunity to discuss the progress your 

child is making this year.  

You will have a chance to  
 

 look at your child’s books / work and ask the teacher questions, 

 discuss your child’s current attainment in Reading, Writing and Maths and 

 record your views on your child’s progress so far this year. 

 

Children at Bowerhill School are assessed in Reading, Writing and Maths at 

three points through the school year. These are October, February and May. 

Children at the end of Years 2 and 6 will take Standard Assessment Tasks & 

Tests (SATs) in English and Maths. The Year 2 and 6 May assessments are 

reported to the government. The Year 1, 3, 4 & 5 assessments are used by the 

school to track each child’s progress.  
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2018 
 

On Thursday, 1st  March, Bowerhill School will join 

schools in 100 countries all over the world to celebrate 

World Book Day. This is the 21st annual World Book Day. 

One of the main aims of World Book Day is to give every 

child in the UK and Ireland a token that they can 

exchange for a free book.  

 

On World Book Day the children and teachers will come 

to school dressed as a character from a favourite book.  

 

To celebrate the event in a more elaborate 

way this year, the Scrapstore (the art 

workshop people) have been working with 

each of our Year 1 to Year 6 classes for a 

session leading up to World Book Day. The 

children have created large models of 

fantastic creatures taken from a children 

book, ready for an exhibition on World 

Book Day. 

 The models will be created in the school 

hall with the children working in groups 

throughout the session. 

 

Parents are invited to come into school on 

World Book Day from 3.00pm to see the 

creatures. You may collect your child from the classrooms from 3.00pm to visit 

the exhibition before going home. Please come into school through the Main 

Entrance if you wish to do this. 

 

To find out more about the events of World Book Day, just go to 

www.worldbookday.com 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

 

DANCE FESTIVAL 
 

 On Wednesday 6th February 

Miss Goulding and Miss Polan took 

a group of Year 5 and 6 children 

to represent Bowerhill Primary 

School at the West Wilts Dance 

Festival at Bath Forum. The 

children performed a dance based 

around Pandora’s Box, as the 

theme this year was ‘Legends’. A 

picture from the performance is 

on the cover of this Newsletter.  

The children all did a fantastic 

job, displaying confidence and 

precision in their dance. They were good ambassadors for our school, not only in 

the high quality of their performance, but by being extremely well-behaved and 

polite to children and teachers from other schools.  

 

They had a brilliant evening and we hope those of you who came to show your 

support enjoyed it! Special thanks, once again, to Miss Goulding and Miss Polan 

for the hours of training they gave to the children! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

NON-UNIFORM DAY FOR NEURO-SURGERY RESEARCH 

 
The Topic Dressing-up Day on Friday, 23rd 

February was a fantastic success, with £388 

being collected.  

 

This money has been donated to the 

Southmead Hospital Neuro-Surgery 

Department in Bristol via the campaign run by 

Mrs Maureen Poulsom (ex-Bowerhill Finance 

Officer) who came into school to thank the 

children on Friday.  

 

The children looked fantastic in their 

imaginative costumes. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

 

A TEMPORARY CHANGE OF DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 
 

Mrs Carol White has decided to step down from her Deputy Head 

responsibilities for Terms 4, 5 and 6. This is to allow her time to recover from 

her recent bereavement and health issues which have led to some absence in the 

past year, whilst focusing her attention on her class teaching. Mrs White has 

asked for time to regroup and focus on the class teacher part of her work. 

 

Mrs Rachael Amor (previously Key Stage 1 Leader) has kindly put 

herself forward to be Acting Deputy Head. See picture (left). 

 

 

Please note: Mrs White will remain Deputy Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

responsible for supporting Mr Matthews with Child Protection issues. 

 

Mrs White will resume her role as Deputy in September. 
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A WALK BY THE RIVER 
 

On Thursday 1st February, Year 5 visited the River Avon in Melksham. This term 

they have been studying ‘How do rivers affect people and the environment’. In 

class the children have been looking at a variety of physical features of rivers 

around the world and this trip gave the children an opportunity to see these up 

close. The children were able to see tributaries, meanders and confluences, as 

well as discuss how important the local agricultural land was, acting as a flood 

plain.  

 

The children also looked at 

how the river has 

influenced local industry, 

most notably, Avon Tyres. 

 

Luckily, the rain held off, 

and only a few children 

managed to find the 

muddy puddles along the 

path! 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

March 

Thursday, 1st  World Book day Exhibition 3.00pm in the School Hall 

Tuesday, 6th   Parent Consultation Meetings 3.30 -6.00pm 

Wednesday, 7th  Parent Voice 9.00 -9.30am – All welcome 

    Music Workshop with Becky Lawrence (Years 5 & 6). 

    Parent Consultation Meetings 5.30 -8.00pm 

Monday, 12th  Sports for Schools – Olympic Athlete visit to school 

     (Katrina Hart – Paralympic sprinter) 

Thursday,29th  End of Term 4 

 

April 

Monday, 16th  Start of Term 5 

Wednesday, 18th Parents Voice 2.30pm 

 

 

STOP PRESS: Monday, 9th July: Additional White Horse Federation TD Day  

        School Closed.  


