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SCHOOL COUNCIL GO TO PARLIAMENT 
 

On 13th July, Miss Goulding (School 

Council Facilitator) and Mr Matthews, 

took members of our School Council to 

London. The children had a tour of 

parliament, visiting the House of 

Commons and standing in The 

Strangers Gallery of the House of 

Lords while both houses were in 

session. They had a workshop about 

how an idea becomes a law and a 

chance to talk to Michelle Donelan MP. The children represented the school 

brilliantly, asking Michelle some good questions about her job and why the 

Oxenwood Field Study Centre was being closed, and immersing themselves fully 

in the role play (see below). 

 

Our minibus was parked in Kensington, so the children 

had a sightseeing walk taking in Buckingham Palace 

Horseguards’ Parade and Downing Street along the way. 

 

The group  

travelled back to 

Kensington in two 

black London 

taxis (they were 

not racing, 

despite the 

photo!). 

 

 

WATER BOTTLES NOT NEEDED IN SEPTEMBER 
 

From September, the school will be providing water 

bottles to the children. We have tried a year with 

children bringing their own bottles but this has not 

worked very well at ensuring that children have access 

to water (and only water) in the classrooms. Each child 

will be given a named water bottle which will be filled 

with water and will stay in school.  

 

Children can bring squash for lunchtime in a separate 

plastic drinks bottle in their lunchbox.  



YEAR 5 TRIP TO THE HOLBOURNE MUSEUM  
 

Year 5 had a very successful and sunny trip to 

the Holburne Museum in Bath. The day was spent 

immersed in art-based activities from sketching 

to making a clay tile, as well as viewing William 

Holburne’s collections in the museum.  

 

To link with our Victorians topic, we visited the 

Holburne Museum to see the exhibition of items 

collected by the lone Victorian explorer Miss 

Ellen Tanner in particular. Unusually for the time, 

this intrepid explorer set off alone on her travels collecting arts and crafts from 

different corners of the globe.  

 

The children learnt all about her and looked closely at the items she 

collected. They sketched patterns and objects that caught their eye, 

from her collection, then later collated these into a final design. They 

then used a variety of tools to transfer their design to a clay tile.  

 

At other points of the day, the children were able to explore the 

museum grounds and sketch buildings, objects and plants of their 

choice.  

Now back in school, we are writing a fact report to inform others 

all about Ellen Tanner’s travels and her life story. We also hope to 

paint and display our clay tiles around the school.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The finished tiles



 

ART FESTIVAL 
 
On Thursday 12th July, I took a group of 8 KS2 pupils, 

who had been selected by their teachers for having a 

particular passion for art, to the White Horse 

Federation Art Festival.  This was held at Lydiard 

House in Swindon, and involved 19 primary schools from 

Wiltshire, Swindon and Oxford.  We thoroughly enjoyed 

participating in two workshops run by professional 

artists: firstly we used high-quality watercolour pencils 

to paint a vista of the lake, then in the afternoon we 

learnt the art of creating Japanese Manga-style 

characters.  

Over the last few weeks, each year group has been busy 

creating collaborative artworks, which we took to the 

festival and displayed alongside the work from the 

other schools. We had lots of praise for our projects 

and won a prize for our Year 6 tree sculpture!  

It was a lovely day spent in beautiful surroundings, and 

really emphasised the importance of creativity in our 

curriculum.  

 

Mrs Tregale 

Art subject leader 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHICH ANIMALS HAVE YOU EATEN THIS YEAR? 

 
As an interesting end to their study of Australia, 

the Year 2 children were invited to an Australian 

Barbie. They played a range of games popular in 

Australia, such as volleyball and cricket. Mr 

Coomber wore his holiday hat and arranged for a 

selection of Australian meat products to be 

available. The children sampled Ostrich, Crocodile 

and Camel, all turned into handy burgers or 

sausages!  

 

Did you know, there are more camels in Australia 

than any other country? Well, there are not quite 

so many now!! 

 

 

 

GOODBYE TO MRS MATTHEWS 

 

The parents and children of Sycamore Class gave Mrs Matthews some lovely 

presents as she came to the end of her last day of teaching at Bowerhill School.  

Mrs Matthews was just a bit tearful but managed to keep smiling to the end. 

She thanked the children and their parents for making her last year so 

enjoyable. The gifts will make sure she is busy in the first days and weeks of her 

retirement! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT DOUGHNUTS? 
  

Y3 have been using the poems from “Quick let’s get out of here” by Michael 

Rosen to stimulate their writing. 

To support this we discovered that Michael Rosen was ‘live streaming’ on 

Tuesday 17th July at 12:30p.m. Even though this was through lunch time we 

decided to have a picnic in class so we could hear what the former Poet Lauriat 

had to say. 

It was all just so exciting and incredibly funny. 

We were able to message Michael directly and await his response. You can see a 

recording of this live stream if you go to the website: www.michaelrosen.co.uk  

 

There are literally hundreds of videos on this 

website where Michael is reading his poems 

aloud. This has greatly supported us with being 

able to feel and hear the rhythm of his poetry. 

There are also daily updates to Michael’s new 

book “You’re thinking about doughnuts”. 

 

 

You can follow Michael Rosen on twitter: @michaelrosenyes 

You can also follow Bowerhill School on twitter: @Bowerhillschool 

 

Here are some poems we created after reading ‘No Breathing’ about a VERY 

strict teacher. 

We have a teacher by Jamie Andrews 
We have a teacher that is so gaga she thinks we’re aliens. 

She has once flooded the toilets and it leaked into the classroom. 
So we used our trays as surfboards and had a surfing competition. 

She also taped herself to the wall in the bathroom. 
She thinks the whiteboard is a toboggan and she races round the school  

corridors and gets us to push her to start her off! 

 
We have a teacher by Millie Hunt 

We have a teacher that cracks out some funny jokes.  
She thinks she is a clown. 

She tells us in maths, “Let’s doooo itttt!” Ha! Ha! 
 

We have a teacher that is so funny she thinks her chair is a Ferrari – 
You should see her in actin zooming from table to table at 100 miles an hour, like a 

professional racing car driver. 
When she goes backwards, we all make a beeping noise. 

OW! THAT WAS MY TOES!! 

 

http://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/


We have a teacher by Alfie Rumens 
We have a teacher that is so hilarious she says that in Y4 we will have a proper teacher … but 

SHE is a proper teacher! 
We have a teacher who is so silly she thinks her chair is a Ferrari and she zooms around at 

1,000,000 M.P.H. and runs over everyone’s toes.  
We have a teacher who wears two pairs of glasses so she never misses anything. 

We have a teacher who is so bonkers she thinks Stanley will be a famous footballer … maybe 
he will, and she’s not so bonkers after all. 

 
We have so enjoyed this part of our learning and not just because it involved 

eating chocolate cake and smarties….now that’s another story…. 

 

 

 

GOODBYE TO YEAR 6 
 

This summer we say ‘goodbye’ to 50 pupils from Year 6. These children have 

shown a superb approach to learning and really exemplify Bowerhill School 

attitudes. They have worked hard throughout the year, tackled the SATs with 

justifiable confidence, and tempered the sadness of their departure with a 

moving Leavers’ Show, packed with happy memories (despite the Year 4 coach 

trip!).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our best wishes for the future go to:-  
Pippa, Lucie, Ollie, Lily, Ruby, Amelia, Charlie, Jack, Alyssa, Sam, Madison, Rebekah, 

Jacob, Erin, Callum, Olivia, Harvey, Macey-Mae, Ethan, Alfie, William, Daniel, Owen, 

Charlotte, Freya, Louis, Sienna, Kyran, Jessica, Joe, Skye, Grace, Kiana, Jessica, Kallie, 

Josh, Jacob, Caiden, Caitlin, Matty, Casey, Alfie, Lily, Dani, Lucy, Isabelle, Aimee, Elliot, 

Callum and Adam. 



 

NYSTAGMUS NETWORK 
 

On Wednesday 20th June in Ash class, we enjoyed some delicious cakes for 

‘Nystagmus Awareness Day’, kindly brought in by Fergie and his mum.  Each cake 

had a Nystagmus Network flag on the top for the children to take home and talk 

about.  We hope they did! 

 

Fergie has Nystagmus which 

affects his eyesight as a result of 

involuntary movements where the 

eyes appear to wobble (Fergie’s 

word!) or flicker from side to side 

and up and down. This can make 

much of what he sees as blurry. He 

uses a range of equipment in class 

such as the Ipad that duplicates 

what is on the smartboard and his 

sloping wall that enables his writing 

surface to be closer for him as well as his pebbles that help to magnify text. 

 

Fergie was delighted to share his cakes, (Mrs Hall even got one!) ‘catwalk’ his t-

shirt and talk about the items that help him to get on with his learning like 

everyone else in Ash class.  

 

For more information please do take a look at the website 

http://nystagmusnetwork.org/ or this great clip www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ey-

UD5Vzu_Q presented by Richard Osman (Pointless) a BBC presenter who also 

has Nystagmus. 

 

Claire Hall  

RE subject leader  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ey-UD5Vzu_Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ey-UD5Vzu_Q


 

DIARY DATES 
 

 

July 

Tuesday, 24th  End of Term 6  

 

September 

Monday, 3rd   School Closed (Exceptional Closure Day WHF)  

Tuesday, 4th   Staff Training Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 

Wednesday, 5th   Start of Term 1 for Children 

Wednesday, 12th   Parents Voice 9.00 School Hall (Q & A with Head) 

 

October 

Tuesday, 2nd   Governors Meeting 

Thursday, 11th  Read Write Inc Consultant in school 

Tuesday, 23rd  End of Term 1 for children  

Wednesday, 24th   Staff Training Day - School Closed  

 

November 

Monday, 5th   Start of Term 2 
 

 

You will find a copy of the Wiltshire Term Calendar on the next page. Bowerhill 

Primary School will be following this calendar, except for the first day of Term 

1, Monday, 3rd September.  The White Horse Federation have instructed us to 

close on this day and have made it an Exceptional Closure Day. The school will be 

open for staff but closed for children until Wednesday, 5th September 

 

Staff Training (TD) Days for 2018/19 

There will be five TD Days during 2018/19. These have been arranged on the 

dates below: 

Tuesday, 4th September 

Wednesday, 24th October 

Monday, 7th January 

Monday, 25th February 

Monday, 8th July 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Evan’s World Challenge – Morocco 2018 

 

On a trip of a lifetime 

Evan must go!  

Help him, by buying a t-shirt 

To send him to     Morocco-oh! 

 

It’s not forever 

It’s just a trip 

But what an 

adventure 

Full of 

comradeship! 

 

 

Mrs Hall’s 

son, Evan, is 

raising money 

for his travels 

and has 

designed some 

local t-shirts 

which are 

being printed 

by Primate 

Clothing in 

Bowerhill. 

Have a look 

on the website 

and ask for a 

town or place 

if your 

favourite is 

not there: or choose a different colour!  

 

 

 


