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SCHOOL COUNCIL SUMMONED TO PARLIAMENT 
 

On 13th July, Miss Polan (School Council Facilitator) and Mr Matthews, took 

members of our School Council to London. The children had been invited for a 

tour of parliament, a workshop about layers of democracy and a chance to talk 

to Michelle Donelan MP. The children represented the school brilliantly, asking 

Michelle some good questions about her job, and immersing themselves fully in 

the role play (see below). 

 

Our minibus was parked in Kensington, so the children had a sightseeing walk 

through Hyde Park, Green Park and St James’s Park, taking in Buckingham Palace 

Horseguards’ Parade and Downing Street along the way. 

 

The party travelled back to Kensington in Black London Taxis (very posh!). 

 

 

 

 

TO THE SEASIDE WITH YEAR 2 
 

On Monday 10th July year 2 took 

a trip to Bournemouth beach and 

Oceanarium! We had great fun 

learning about the different sea 

creatures and digging on the 

beach. We enjoyed having a 

picnic lunch on the beach and to 

end our typical English beach 

experience we had ice creams in 

the rain!   

 

 



OFSTED INSPECTION 
 

As you know, we had an inspection by OFSTED on our return from the Easter 

break.  

 

This term the staff of the school have been working really hard to put the 

resulting Action Plan into effect. The inspection has served as a useful audit of 

our work and we are using it to bring about some excellent improvements to the 

school. A summary of the Action Plan and the progress within it, will be 

maintained on the website. The areas we are working on are:- 

 
 Developing the use of Progress Data 

 Improving Monitoring and Feedback to teachers 

 Securing confidence in teaching Basic Skills within a Broad and Stimulating 

Curriculum. 

 Further improving the Learning Behaviours of our pupils. 

 Improving the effectiveness of the Local Governing Body 

 

The response to our inspection has demonstrated what a fantastic team of staff 

we have at Bowerhill School. Mr Matthews has been delighted by the way 

colleagues have embraced the challenges OFSTED have given us. 

 

 

 

A ROMAN EXPERIENCE 

 
Year 3 enjoyed an interesting and informative day at Caerleon Roman Fort in 

Wales on Friday 16th June. 

 

We explored the Roman 

Baths, Museum, remains of 

the barracks and the 

amphitheatre. We dressed 

up in Roman armour and 

found out how the soldiers 

lived in a replica of a 

soldiers barrack room.  We 

also went back to Roman 

school where the boys had 

to do lessons while the 

girls lay on sofas and relaxed, just like the Romans. 

Everyone had a fantastic day and enjoyed going back in time to see how the 

Romans lived. 



 HAIR CUT FOR CHARITY 

 
Mia Mclaren, a pupil in year 3, has just had a 

major hair cut. As you may have seen on the 

Melksham News, Mia agreed to cut her really, 

really long hair off to donate to The Little 

Princess Trust who make wigs for children 

who have suffered hair loss due to medical 

treatment. Mia gained sponsorship for the 

hair cut and this money was divided between 

The Little Princess Trust and the Keep Mya 

Moving’ campaign. This campaign is to provide 

money to buy a new £7000 wheelchair for another Bowerhill School pupil, six-

year-old Mya Macey-Plested who was born with a spinal cord injury. Mia and her 

brother, Rhys, have become friends with Mya who is a classmate of Rhys.  

 

As you can see in the photograph above 

Mia had very long hair. She had 30cm cut 

off at the Hairdressers in Bowerhill 

yesterday and had to be very brave to 

come into school with strangely short hair 

(for her!) today (see left). Well done Mia! 

 

In addition to the hair-cut, Mia’s friends, 

Ruby, Erin and Maisie, have organised a 

cake sale for the last day of term for the 

‘Keep Mya Moving’ campaign. This will add 

to the money already raised by Mia – 

currently about £1500. 

 

 WATER BOTTLES NEEDED IN SEPTEMBER 
 

From September, the school will no longer be provided water bottles to 

the children. Instead we would like children to bring a clearly named 

water bottle from home. The children will be able to fill the bottles with 

water in school. The requirement will still be water only, although the 

children can bring squash for lunchtime.  

 

The children will be able to bring home the bottles each weekend to have 

them washed.  

 

Many thanks for your help with this matter.  

 



GOODBYE TO YEAR 6 
 

This summer we say ‘goodbye’ to 52 pupils from Year 6.  

To mark the end of their time at Bowerhill School, they performed a fantastic 

selection of songs, entertainments, a historical item about Mayan Sport and 

dances. The items were interspersed with videos recalling some memories of 

their time at Bowerhill School – many of these involved water and falling over! 

The songs included Sing, I Don’t Know My Name and a lot of rapping.  

 

The slideshow of pictures of the children in their younger days shown while they 

sang Somewhere Only We go, left the adults in tears! 

 

Our best wishes for the future go to:-  
Corey Adams, Maisie Adams, Jaysie Akerman, Kieran Ambrose, Dylan Barrow, Charlie 

Baston, Luke Berrelly, Charlie Biggs, Charlie Boxsey, Sienna Bush, Jonathan Cleaver, Kai 

Crawford, Gemma Crookes, Skye Davis, Taylor Drew, Alfie Edmunds, Pharell Gilling, 

Cassidy Gingell, Rachel Glendinning, Holly Hair, Callum Hancock, Jamie Humphries, 

Harvey Johnson, Lucian Kew, Nicholas Knight, Mitchell Liddell, Jazzmine MacCombie-

Lawrence, Matthew Maitland, Paiton Malone, Harry McGiveron, Tyler Nickle, Matthew 

Oliver, Joe Packer, Cally-Marie Parfitt, Izzabella Peaple, Jamie Phillips, Tyler Rees, 

Brook Rockley, Luke Smith, Maisie Stuart, Mia Taylor, Bertie Thayer, Piers Thayer, 

Abby Tucker, Ella Turnnidge, Madison Vivash, William Walter, Evie Williams, Elisha-Kate 

Wilson, Jake Winslow and William Wright. 

 

A.Matthews 

Andrew Matthews (Headteacher) 

 

 



SUMMER FETE & PTA NEWS  
 

The PTA would like to say a massive ‘Thankyou’ to everyone who supported the 

Summer Fete. We made a phenomenal £6500 and couldn’t have done it without 

you. The money raised is going towards refurbishing the school library and Key 

Stage 2 ‘shared areas’.  

 

Over the year the PTA has raised £13,000 through events held at school.  

Sadly, this year we are saying goodbye to some amazing, long-serving PTA 

Committee members, as their children are moving onto secondary school. All 

parents are automatically members of the PTA, but if you think you would like to 

be involved in organising and helping with events as part of the core committee, 

please contact me at n.davis@bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk. 

 

Happy holidays 

Nicky Hobday (PTA chair) 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 

September 

Friday, 1st    Staff Training Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday, 4th    Start of Term 1 for Children 

Wednesday, 6th   Meeting for Y5 parents about Oxenwood   

Tuesday, 12th  Meeting for Reception Parents about Reading 

Wednesday, 13th   Parents invited for Coffee with the Head (9.00) 

Tuesday, 19th  School Photographs – Individual Photographs 

    Governors Meeting 
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