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TD DAY – EXCEPTIONAL CLOSURE DAY 9th JULY  
 

Dear Parents, 

 

As mentioned in the Diary Dates last month, the school will be closed to children on 

Monday 9th July 2018. This is in addition to the 5 TD days which have already been 

allocated.  

 

This additional TD Day has been requested by the CEO of ATOM and will take place in 

all primary schools across the trust, in line with schools in The White Horse Federation 

(which is currently supporting ATOM schools). Teachers and support staff in all the 

schools will spend the day planning a full and detailed transition for children as they 

move up the school to their new classes in September. The work will involve various 

activities including assessing children’s work together, moderating assessments in teams 

and ensuring that detailed plans are in place for individuals in readiness for the first 

day of the new academic year. At Bowerhill school, we have always given time to this 

process, but we are looking forward to seeing how it can be improved by adopting some 

of the methods recommended by The White Horse Federation. 

 

In future years, the transition activities will be allocated to one of our five TD days. 

However, all training days were already allocated this year when we were asked to close 

on Monday 9th July 2018 for this purpose. Therefore, we were asked to add in an 

exceptional closure day.  

 

I realise that the exceptional closure day may bring some inconvenience to parents and 

families. However, I am confident that the day will be highly beneficial and will have a 

very positive impact on our children starting school at the beginning of the next 

academic year. I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause you with regards to 

childcare. I assure you that this decision was not taken lightly by the trust but after 

considerable thought and planning in the drive to bring about further improvements to 

our school.  

 

With best wishes and very grateful thanks for your continued support, 

 

Andrew Matthews 

Headteacher. 

 

 

KEY STAGE LEADER for TERMS 5 & 6  
 

As reported in the February Newsletter, Mrs Amor is our Acting 

Deputy Head up until September. To fill the vacancy left by Mrs 

Amor, Miss Jemma Goulding (see picture right) will be joining our 

Senior Leadership Team as Key Stage 1 Leader for terms 5 and 6.  
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PARALYMPIC ATHLETE VISITS BOWERHILL 
 

Our thanks go to Miss Morgan (PE Leader) for organising an exciting event this 

month. The school re-engaged with the Sports for Schools charity which raises 

money to support the development of aspiring athletes. To launch the fund-

raising the school is treated to a visit from an Olympic athlete who leads the 

sponsored exercises. This year Katrina Hart visited our school and her talk to 

the children about her journey to become an Olympic athlete despite cerebral 

palsy was inspirational. 
 

Here are a few words from some of the children. 
 

Katrina Hart came into our school on 12th March to 

lead us in a “Sports for Schools” event. We did four 

exercises: push-ups, spotty dogs, leg drives and star 

jumps. We did each exercise for one minute. I got 

very tired. 

 

In the assembly Katrina talked to us about her sports. She said if you wanted 

exercise, you could do it every day and you will get fit. 

 

It was very inspirational and when I grow up I want to be like Katrina Hart. She 

is a lot faster than she looks. 

Ava   

Y3 Maple Class 

 

Katrina Hart is a Paralympian and won bronze in London 2012. Katrina said when 

you win a gold, silver or bronze medal if feels like you’ve just been on a 

rollercoaster and your tummy feels like you’re going to be sick. 

 

We did star jumps, press-ups, spotty dogs and leg drives. When I’d finished I  

was extremely exhausted. 

Millie  

Y3 Maple Class 

 

When Katrina came to school we listened to some music and did some leg drives, 

press ups, star jumps and spotty dogs. We had to do all of those exercises for a 

minute each. Wow! So much hard work! Anyway, Katrina is a very, very good 

sprinter. She showed us some moves that she learned and one of them was ‘ankle 

jumps’. That was easy, you just had to jump up and down. 

 

Katrina is very talented at sprinting. She is also very fast actually. She is faster 

than me. 

Hunnie  

Y3 Maple Class 
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RELIGIOUS (AND DELICIOUS) EDUCATION 
 

Year 2 children enjoyed learning about the 

traditions associated with Hot Cross buns 

and the symbolism of the cross linked to 

the Easter story. They even got to share a 

bun with a friend and recite a traditional 

rhyme to ensure they'd remain friends for 

the rest of the year!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, Year 3 children have been 

investigating "What is good about Good 

Friday?"  

 

We have been learning about the events 

described in the Bible which lead up to the 

Crucifixion. In particular, the significance 

of the Last Supper and the symbolism 

involved in it. We discussed the ideas 

behind the Christian act of Communion and 

how these are derived from the story of 

the Last Supper Jesus held with his 

disciples. We enjoyed acting out the process with our bread squares and blackcurrant 

squash!  

 

ADULT READING HELP 
 

Liz Thompson is the Coordinator for Read Easy 

Melksham, and works in school each week.  Liz is 

offering coaching for parents or grandparents 

who want to help their child, or grandchild, to 

read, but find reading difficult themselves.  

 

Please see the advert on the last page of this 

Newsletter for more details.  
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2018 
 
On Thursday, 1st March, Bowerhill School joined schools 

in 100 countries all over the world to celebrate World 

Book Day. This was the 21st annual World Book Day. One 

of the main aims of World Book Day was to give every 

child in the UK and Ireland a token that they can 

exchange for a free book.  

 

 
 

During the last two weeks of February, the children in Years 1-6 had the 

fantastic opportunity to work with an artist from Wiltshire Scrapstore to 

create huge colourful sculptures, which are now brightening up our school 

corridors. The theme was ‘Fantastical Beasts’ from across a range of well-loved 

stories, and linked to year group topics.  Year R made a model of the giant from 

Jack and the Beanstalk; Year 1 created a marvellous monster from ‘Where The 

Wild Things Are’; Year 2 made a dastardly dragon who looks a lot like Zog; Year 

3 created a beastly Bowtruckle; Year 4 made a stunning sphinx; Year 5 created 

the menacing Medusa and Year 6 made a fantastic phoenix!   

 

All the children had a brilliant time contributing to the creation of their 

sculpture. The Fantastical Beasts are on display in the school corridors (see 

front cover). You may have seen them at Parents Evening, even if you couldn’t 

make the first exhibition on the snowy afternoon!  
“I liked filling the gaps on the tail with the fluffy material’  

Cassie Y1 
 
“I liked putting Zog’s body together because it’s so big”  

Tara Y2 
 
‘I liked sticking all the paper on to cover the sphinx”  

Izzy Y4 
 

 

MEET THE AUTHOR 

 

The World Book Day events were further embellished by a 

visit from children’s author, Jeremy Strong, on 13th March. 

Jeremy talked to the children about his work and how they 

can be better writers, whilst also officially opening our 

School Library, which now contains a number of his books 

(signed, of course!). 
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DIARY DATES 
March 

Thursday, 29th  End of Term 4 

 

April 

Monday, 16th  Start of Term 5 

Wednesday, 18th  Parents Voice 2.30pm 

 

May 

Monday, 14th  SATs Week Year 6 

Friday, 18th   Class Photographs – Fraser Portraits 

Pamper & Prosecco Evening – PTA 

Tuesday, 22nd   Governors Meeting 

Wednesday, 23rd   Year 3 Visit to Stonehenge 

Friday, 25th  End of Term 5  

 

June 

Monday, 4th   Start of Term 6 

Friday, 15th   Summer Fete – PTA (6.00pm – 8.30pm) 

Friday, 29th   Sports Day (Reserve Date re bad weather 6th July) 

 

July 

Monday, 9th   TD Day – School Closed 

Tuesday, 24th   End of Term 6 for Children 

Wednesday 25th   TD Day – School Closed for children 

 

Katrina Hart visited Bowerhill School on 12th March. 
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