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MEETING FOR PARENTS 4.00pm TUESDAY,12TH JUNE  
 

Dr Nick Capstick, who is CEO of The White Horse Federation (WHF) will be 

talking to parents about the future of Bowerhill School as the ATOM schools 

prepare to become part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust. 

The process of transition began last Summer and has taken a lot of work to 

bring about the move. However, in that time our teachers have received 

fantastic training and guidance alongside other WHF schools to adopt new 

approaches to maths and English teaching. WHF offer a scale of support which 

ATOM wasn’t able to provide and we are already 

seeing the benefits of working with WHF. Nick 

Capstick will talk to parents and offer an opportunity 

for questions for an hour in the School Hall.  

 

 

http://www.bowerhill.wilts.sch.uk/
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STAFF CHANGES FOR SEPTEMBER  
 

At the end of Term 6 we will be saying goodbye to three of our teachers.  

 

Goodbye 

Mrs Matthews, who teaches Early Years for three days each week, will be 

retiring from teaching. Madelin started teaching in 1978 at Bratton Primary 

School and has worked in several Wiltshire schools and one in East Sussex. She 

has worked at Bowerhill School since the mid-1990s. 

 

Mr Banton, who teaches Year 4, is also leaving 

teaching to branch out into something different. 

Martyn has made many important contributions 

to Bowerhill School since he joined in 2007. He 

has worked as English Leader for much of that 

time, helping us to develop our approach to 

teaching reading and in particular, introducing 

the Read, Write Inc programme to our school.  

 

Mrs McLaughlin, who teaches Year 3, is leaving 

Bowerhill School to take up a teaching post in 

the United Arab Emirates with her husband, who will be working there as a PE 

coach. Hannah has worked at Bowerhill School since 2013. For much of that time 

she has been our PE Leader but, more recently, has been Assistant SENCo. 

 

We thank these teachers for their fantastic contributions to our school and 

send them our best wishes for the next phase of their lives and careers.  

 

Hello 

In September, we welcome Mr Coomber back to Bowerhill School. James has 

been working across the other ATOM schools for the past two years on a 

secondment from Bowerhill. He will return to teach a Year 3 class and resume a 

Senior Leadership Role as Lower Key Stage 2 Leader. Mr McKenna has now been 

appointed as Upper Key Stage 2 Leader in a permanent capacity.  

 

The governors have appointed two teachers to our staff for September 2018. 

Tamara Dando will be teaching a Year 4 class. Rebecca White will be teaching a 

Year 1 class. The new teachers will be visiting Bowerhill School this term to 

familiarise themselves with their future pupils and colleagues.  
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YEAR 3 VISIT STONEHENGE – Pre-history on our doorstep 
 

It was a beautiful sunny day when we set off for 

Stonehenge on 23rd May. Our coach driver took a little 

detour through the Wiltshire countryside on the way 

there but we still arrived in good time. 

 

Matt told us some myths and legends about Stonehenge 

and why it was created, including one where the Devil 

flew over Wiltshire carrying the stones he had bought 

from an old lady in Ireland. Unfortunately, there were 

too many stones for the Devil to handle and some fell 

away as he flew. Hence, why there are monoliths 

scattered around Wiltshire. 

 

It was unbelievably busy up at the stone circle but we stayed together and marched like 

an army regiment. We caused quite a stir amongst the hundreds of Japanese visitors 

who wanted to film us as we were so smart in our Bowerhill uniforms. 

        

We felt so important when we were given a 

whole coach to ourselves to travel up to the 

Stone Circle. After viewing the stones, we 

had a go at moving a replica of stone 60. Even 

though it was tied up tightly and on rollers, it 

would not budge. We must eat more 

Shredded Wheat!! 

             

We loved exploring the Neolithic houses, 

although the beds and wooden pillows were 

not comfortable at all. The chalk from the 

wall managed to cover our uniforms. Suddenly 

we weren’t so smart after all! 

 

 

Although the stone circle was magnificent, the real highlight of our visit was creating 

our own myths and legends using Lego. The children were spell binding as their stories 

unfolded, all unrehearsed and without having written anything down. We are hoping to 

polish these adventures up after half term and publish them. 
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FETE PREPARATIONS – JUNE 15th  
 

With less than 2 weeks to go the PTA are busy collecting all your donations for the 

class stalls. If you have forgotten what your child's class is collecting here is a list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Don't forget if you don't use your raffle tickets please hand them back to the school.  

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the fete. Thank you for your support. 

Nicky Hobday (PTA) 

Year 4 : Gold 
If you are finding this tricky, we will wrap non-gold items in gold paper. 

Year 5:  

Bottles & Cans 

Reception: 

Smellies 

Year 3: 

Stationery 

Year 2: Cakes 
Please make sure these are in-date for the 15th or bring baked ones in on the day. 
 

Year 1: 

Teddies 

Year 6: 

Fill-a- Cup 

Golden ticket 

posters need to 

be in by 

Wednesday at 

the latest. 
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IT’S A TESTING TIME OF YEAR 
 

At this time of year, all classes undertake a series of tests in English and Maths. Some 

of these tests provide the data which is collected nationally to compare school 

performance. This is true of the Early Years, Year 1 Phonics, Year 2 Reading, Writing & 

Maths and Year 6 Reading Writing & Maths.  

 

Children in Years 3, 4, and 5 also undertake tests in Reading, Writing and Maths which 

is used to track how well they are progressing as they make their way through the 

school, and to target any extra support where good progress is not being made. 

 

There is no escaping the fact that extra pressure sits with 

the Year 6 teachers and their pupils, as their results provide 

the ‘headline’ information for our school. 

 

The teachers in Willow and Birch classes managed the process 

to ensure that an excellent attitude to learning and revision 

was maintained right up to the days of the tests. A cross-

section of children from the classes reported in April, to one 

of our Wiltshire Council inspectors, that they felt relaxed 

even though every day is challenging. The children have 

worked extremely hard and deserve to get the good results 

which were indicated by their mock tests. 

         Breakfast on a Year 6

         SATs morning.  

 
HOT WEATHER – TAKE CARE IN THE SUN 
 

Please make sure your children are prepared for the hot 

weather. They need to wear clothing which allows them 

to remove layers and stay cool (please check names are 

in all clothing). 

 

Sun hats (named) should be worn. The children will be 

playing outside for up to an hour at the hottest part of 

the day.  

 

Sun cream can be applied before school or children can 

bring it to apply themselves before break times/lunchtimes. 

 

The children need to bring their empty water bottles to school so that the staff 

can fill them for use at break times.  

 
NB. From September, the school will be providing water bottles, so children won’t need to bring 

them in. 
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DIARY DATES 
 

June 

Monday, 4th   Start of Term 6 

Monday, 11th  Year 2 Longleat Trip 

Tuesday, 12th   Nick Capstick (CEO White Horse Federation)  

Parents Meeting 4.00pm - the future of Bowerhill School. 

Friday, 15th   Summer Fete – PTA  (6.00pm – 8.30pm) 

Tuesday, 26th  Class Photographs 

Thursday, 28th  Year 5 Trip to Holbourne Museum 

Friday, 29th   Sports Day (Reserve Date re bad weather 6th July) 

 

July 

Tuesday, 3rd   Shelburne Ensemble visiting Year 3 for Concert 

Thursday, 5th  School Council Visit Parliament 

    Year 5 Taster Day at Melksham Oak 

Friday, 6th   Pupil Annual Reports out today. 

Monday, 9th   TD Day – School Closed 

Wednesday, 11th   Year 6 Trip to Longleat 

    Drop-in Opportunity for Parents  re Reports (4.30-5.30pm) 

Wednesday, 18th  Year 6 Leavers Play (2.00pm) 

Tuesday, 24th   End of Term 6 for Children 

Wednesday 25th   TD Day – School Closed for children. 

 

September 

Tuesday, 4th   TD Day School Closed 

Wednesday, 5th   Start of Term 1 for Children 
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